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Abstract

This study examines the role of gender quotas in enhancing women’s political
equality and discusses whether the quotas can be justified despite the controversy.
For this purpose, this article first goes over four major criticisms toward gender
equality: reverse discrimination, meritocracy, gender essentialism, and
accountability. It then discusses whether and how the proponents of gender quotas
can refute these criticisms and save the quotas by referring to social justice and
political equality.

Gender quotas can be justified in terms of social justice, but they are most
desirable when enhancing political equality for women. However, their impact on
women'’s political equality differs significantly depending on how we understand the
relationship between the representatives and the represented. Among Burke's, Pitkin’
s, and Phillips’ models of political representation, this article finds that Phillips’
provides the most compelling justification for the gender quotas. However, her
model also shows that what is essential is not the gender quotas per se but the
efforts to recruit women candidates from diverse backgrounds and keep them

accountable to women voters.

Keywords: gender quotas, affirmative action, representation, politics of presence



